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The Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement 
Environmental Compliance Program 
focuses on monitoring, verifying, 
improving, and enforcing industry’s 
compliance with environmental 
standards during Outer Continental 
Shelf operations. 

The ECP’s compliance work protects 

resources, a critical component of 
BSEE’s mission.

OVERVIEW
THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE PROGRAM 
ADVANCES THE BSEE 
MISSION TO PROTECT 
THE ENVIRONMENT 
THROUGH VIGOROUS 
REGULATORY 
OVERSIGHT AND 
ENFORCEMENT.

The mission of the ECP is to ensure 
lessees/operators that are active 
on the OCS and subject to BSEE 
jurisdiction comply with all required 
environmental laws and regulations; 
environmental standards established 
by science and found in leases, plans 
and permits; and applied mitigations 
and conditions of approval.

The ECP advances this mission 
through the dedicated work of 

work collaboratively across regions 
and programs. 

MISSION

ECP employees from BSEE’s three 

ECP OFFICES

ECP has six primary functions: 
     • Regulatory program consultation and coordination.
     • National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance.

     • Enforcement.
     • Communication and outreach.

The ECP scientists and engineers review monitoring reports 
during activities, review post-activity submittals for completed 

events for impacts to environmental resources on the OCS. 

The ECP’s compliance and enforcement programs for 
oversight responsibilities are tied to: 
     • Air quality.
     • Water quality.
     • Marine archaeological and cultural resources.
     • Marine ecology / benthic resources.
     • Marine protected species.

     • Marine trash and debris.

PRIMARY AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY



The Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement, 
established in 2011, is a U.S. 
Department of the Interior agency. 
BSEE promotes worker safety, 
environmental protection and 
conservation of resources through 
regulatory oversight and enforcement 

U.S. Outer Continental Shelf. 
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ECP’S WORK ENSURES THAT 

OFFSHORE ENERGY ACTIVITIES 

ON THE OCS COMPLY WITH ALL 

REQUIRED ENVIRONMENTAL 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS; 

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS, 

APPLIED MITIGATIONS AND 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL.

Over the past decade, ECP has conducted an average of 750 environmental 
compliance inspections and reviews annually to verify compliance with 
environmental Conditions of Approval and other environmental standards, as 
well as to determine enforcement needs. 

personnel visiting OCS work locations (e.g., facilities) or OCS sites (e.g., 
archaeological sites) to determine whether BSEE OCS regulations and policies 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

energy by 2030, the ECP integrated renewable energy responsibilities into 
environmental compliance functions and developed consistent environmental 

the OCS.

ECP’S ROLE IN RENEWABLE ENERGY


