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The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
protects the environment across 1.7 billion acres of 
the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf. One aspect of that 
protection is BSEE’s program to reduce the oil and 
gas industry’s contribution to marine debris. 

The Marine Debris Program within BSEE’s 
Environmental Compliance Program focuses on 
monitoring, verifying, improving, and enforcing 
industry’s compliance with environmental standards 

OVERVIEW

Marine debris consists of any items in oceans 
and coastal waters that people lose or purposely 
discard. Inorganic items such as metals and glass, 
and synthetic materials such as plastics persist for 

problem in our oceans. 

Plastics are some of the most durable man-made 
materials and can persist for centuries in the marine 
environment. Glass is estimated to take up to a 
million years to decompose. 

Plastics pose a unique problem because they do 
not “mineralize,” or break down into their elemental 
parts, rather they retain their basic structure as 
plastic and continue to break into progressively 
smaller pieces, which can eventually become the size 
of marine plankton. 

Plastics also adsorb chemicals from surrounding 
waters so that they concentrate toxins up to 100 

marine larvae, thus introducing plastics and toxins 
into the food chain. 

Marine debris comes from many sources; about 
80% is from land sources and only about 2% is from 

BACKGROUND

ECP advances the BSEE mission to 
protect the environment 

through vigorous regulatory 
oversight and enforcement.
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Marine ecologists in BSEE’s ECP conduct a variety of 

 

BSEE MARINE DEBRIS PROGRAM

The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, 
established in 2011, is a U.S. Department of the Interior 
agency. BSEE promotes worker safety, environmental 
protection and conservation of resources through 

energy industry on the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf. 


