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Introduction 

Images taken from Idelac 
Controls Inc Website 

FLOATING 
PLATFORMS 

Introduction 
• Clarify regulatory requirements 

• Provide more detail about life extensions 

• Outline the information that must be provided 

• Extend life of floating platforms 

• Address inquiries from the industry 
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www.bsee.gov 
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SCRO LL DO W N 

Where is the NTL? 

www.bsee.gov 

TYPE H ERE  

Where is the NTL? 

www.bsee.gov 
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Type “BSEE NTL 2024” Then Click “Apply” 

Where is the NTL? 

www.bsee.gov 
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Acronyms and Definitions 

Acronyms 

•BSEE •OCS 

•CFR •PVP 

•LEx •USC 

•NTL 

Acronyms and Definitions 

Key Terms 

• Design Life • Floating Platform 

• Evaluation • Life Extension 

• Service Life • Fatigue 
• You • Fatigue Life 

• Fit-for-Service 
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Background Information 
• 30 CFR 250.900 (b) 

“You must also submit an application under § 250.905 of this 
subpart and obtain the approval of the Regional Supervisor before 
performing any of the activities described in the following table:” 

1) Install a platform 

2) Major modification to any platform 

3) Major repair of damage to any platform 

• Do not forget to consult with the United States Coast Guard (USCG) 
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Background Information 
• 30 CFR Part 250 Subpart I • 30 CFR 250.909 through 

250.918• 30 CFR 250.905 (f) 
• 30 CFR 250.910 • 30 CFR 250.903 
• 30 CFR part 250, Subpart Q • 30 CFR 250.908 
• 30 CFR 250.900(b)(2) • 30 CFR 250.901 
• 30 CFR 250.900(b)(3) • 30 CFR 250.900 (b)(1) 
• 30 CFR part 250, Subpart Q • 30 CFR 250.900(a) 
• 30 CFR 250.103 

Background Information 

•Life Extension (LEx) 

•Service Life 

•Design Life 

•Fatigue Life 
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Background Information 
• Service Life 

• The time period between approved installation 
and end of service date. (THEORETICALLY, the
Service Life is equal to or less than the *Design
Life*.)

• Design Life
• The time period derived by determining the 

useful life of various design characteristics, such 
as corrosion allowance and *fatigue life*. 

Background Information 

Installation End of Service Life 

Service Life 

End of Design Life 

Design Life 

t = 0 yrs t = nserv yrs t = ndes yrs 

t 
Relationship Between “Service” & “Design” Life 
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Background Information 

Fatigue Life 

The calculated fatigue damage before failure, converted into 
time, based on cyclic loading conditions. 

<<< Fatigue Life is the driving factor for Re-Evaluation >>> 

Background Information 

• Relationship Between “Fatigue” & “Design/Service” Life 

End of 
Fatigue Life 

Fatigue Life 

Design/Service Life Fatigue Life/3* Fatigue Life/3* 

* “3” is used as an example. See regulations for actual factor value per component 
Design Life = (Fatigue Life)/3* 

t = 0 yrs t = nserv OR nserv yrs t = nfat yrs 

t 
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Background Information 

1. Operator must document intended Design/Service Life in installation 
application to obtain approval. 

2. Operator must “…maintain… all platforms… to ensure their structural 
integrity….” 

3. If Design/Service Life is exceeded, then the installation application’s 
conditions of approval are no longer valid. 

4. Operator MUST re-evaluate platform to “reset” a new intended 
Design/Service Life 
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General Guidance 
• File application for approval • Request Life Extension 

• Document Service Life for • Submit Application no less than 
5 years Platform 

• Platform Verification Program • Continue to use past the 
Service Life • Must decommission in 

accordance with lease • Must obtain new approval 
obligations 
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Procedure 
A. LEx Request for Approval 

1. Engineering evaluation demonstrating safe operation to 
service date 

2. Application for Major Modification that complies with PVP 

a. Structural Changes are needed to achieve desired 
service life extension 

b. The structural changes qualify as a major modification. 

Procedure 
3. An application for major repair that complies with the 

PVP if: 

a. Repairs are needed to achieve the desired service life 
extension 

b. The repairs to your platform qualify as a major repair. 

B. Your life extension may be submitted electronically 

C. Decommissioning your floating platform. 
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Procedure 
• Operator Submits LEx submittal in TIMSWeb 

• If submittal does not involve a Major Repair or Modification, it is 
a “Re-Evaluation Only” 

• If submittal involves a Major Repair or Modification, PVP 
regulations must be followed 

• In a “Re-Evaluation Only”, the operator may have to go through 
the PVP process, this will be determined on case by case basis. 
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Guidance Document Statement 

BSEE Issues NTL’s as guidance documents to clarify and provide 
more detail about certain BSEE regulatory requirements and to 
outline the information you provide in your various submittals. 

Under the authority, this NTL sets forth guidance that provides a 
clear consistent approach to submitting certain requests pursuant 

to the applicable regulations. 
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Conclusion 

Contact Information 
Office of Structural and Technical Support 

Tommy Kapesis, PE 
DOI/BSEE/OSTS 

tommy.kapesis@bsee.gov 

S. Murray Meadow 
DOI/BSEE/OSTS 

Stephen.meadow@bsee.gov 
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BSEE Website: 
www.bsee.gov 

@BSEEgov 

BSEEgov 

Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental 
Enforcement 

BSEEgov 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
Promoting Safety, Protecting the Environment and Conserving Offshore Resources 

S. Murray Meadow 
DOI/BSEE/OSTS 

stephen.meadow@bsee.gov 

Questions 

17 


